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The Beechwood Tragedy
James E. Erickson*
The autumn tranquility so characteristic of the north woods of Michigan's
Upper Peninsula was shattered by the sound of rifle shots on 26 October 1 90 1 ;
shots that heralded the deaths of five Swedish immigrants. Andrew Israelson, a
thirty-one-year-old farmer in the newly-settled rural community of Beechwood in
west Iron County, had gone on a shooting spree, killing his wife of six months,
Amanda (nee Lindstrom) Israelson; his father-in-law, Nils Lindstrom; his
mother-in-law, Helena Lindstrom; and his sister-in-law, Wilhelmina Anna
Kristina Lindstrom. He then committed suicide.
Reports of the heinous event appeared the following day on the front pages
of America's major newspapers. A sampling of the gruesome headlines from
Minneapolis and St. Paul newspapers is provided below.

•MANIAC KILLS HIS FAMILY / Shoots Wife, Sister-In-Law,
Father-In-Law and Himself / Three Are Dead and Old Man is Mortally
Wounded. 1
•WHOLE FAMILY WIPED OUT / FEARFUL DEED OF EN
RAGED SON-IN-LAW / Deliberately Kills His Wife, Her Father, Mother
and Sister, Then Calmly Lies Down Beside His Wife and Kills Himself.2
•DEVILISH DEED OF A MANIAC I LITTLE MICHIGAN
HAMLET OF BEECHWOOD THE SCENE OF AN AWFUL CRIME /
ANDREW ISRAELSON, A HOMESTEADER, SLAYS WIFE, FATHER
IN-LAW AND SISTER-IN-LAW / THEN ATTE1\1PTED TO CREMATE
HIS MOTHER-IN-LAW, WHO WAS IN BED SICK / The Bloodthirsty
Maniac Then Blew the Top of His Own Head Off.3
•Hemskt blodsdad I Andrew Israelson i Iron River, Mich. , mordar sin
svarfader, svarmoder, svagers_ka och hustru samt beglir diirpa sjalvmord I Han
ihjalskjuter ocksa sin ko och sin hast samt sticker sitt boningshus i brand.
(Translation: Gruesome bloody deed / Andrew Israelson of Iron River,
' This article is part of a comprehensive, long-term project-The Swedes of West Iron County,
Michigan- being conducted by the author. This research was supported, in part, by a stipend from
the Swedish Emigrant Institute (Svenska Emigrantinstitutet) in Vaxjo, Sweden, in 1 997.
1 "Maniac Kills His Family," Minneapolis Times, 27 October 190 1 , 1 .
2
"Whole Family Wiped Out," St. Paul Pioneer Press, 27 October 1 90 1 , 1 .
3
"Devilish Deed o f a Maniac," Minneapolis Tribune, 27 October 1 90 1 , 1 .
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MI, murdered his father-in-law, mother-in-law, sister-in-law, and wife and
then committed suicide. He also shot dead his cow and his horse and set his
house on fire).4
I first learned of the Beechwood tragedy in the early 1980s, when I read two
different, undocumented accounts of the incident published in centennial books
written for the city of Iron River and the community of Beechwood. 5 The story
of a Swedish mass murderer was intriguing, to say the least, and I immediately
wanted to know more. Who was the murderer? From what parish in Sweden had
he come? Who were the victims? From what parish in Sweden had they come?
Why had this tragedy occurred?
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My interest in this story has burgeoned over the past dozen years. During
that time, I have been slowly and methodically collecting pertinent American and
Swedish source materials in the hope that, one day, I would be able to verify the
details, fill in the blanks, and answer the questions surrounding this singular
horrific event. What follows represents the culmination of my long-range
objective-to fit together the pieces of a century-old puzzle .
The Anatomy of a Tragedy
The widely disparate newspaper headlines already presented attest to the
difficulty of separating fact from fancy in this bizarre case. Unfortunately, there
is no report of this crime on file in the Iron County Sheriff's Department.6 To
complicate matters further, there are no extant copies of the local newspaper, the
Iron River Reporter, for this time period; and, thus, this potentially valuable
material is also unavailable. It is probably fair to say that the exact sequence of
events and precise details relating to that fateful day may never be known with
absolute certainty.
Fortunately, a rather lengthy and detailed account of the tragedy appeared in
the Diamond Drill, a newspaper published in the town of Crystal Falls, the
county seat, which is located on the east side of Iron County approximately

"Hemskt blodsdad," Svenska Americanska Posten, Minneapolis and St. Paul, 29 October 1 90 1 , I .
5 Marcia Bernhardt, ed. Frames For The Future: Iron River Area, Iron County, Michigan (The
lron County Historical and Museum Society: Caspian, MI, 1 980), 75; Marcia Bernhardt, ed. More
Than Just A Farmer: Beechwood, Michigan, /882-1982 (n.d.), 48-49. The "newspaper account"
of the Beechwood tragedy found in Frames For The Future was probably first published in the
local newspaper, the Iron River Reporter, at the time of the incident. I base this deduction on the
sentence that says, " . . . he [i.e., Israelson] was a member of the Macabees of this city [i.e., Iron
River; italics mine] . . . . " The account found in More Than Just A Farmer is alleged to be from the
Iron River Reporter .. Unfortunately, neither account is documented and there are no extant copies
of the Iron River Reporter available (for the year 1901) to resolve the issue.
6
Personal communication with Robert Remondini, Iron County Sheriff, 19 January 1 998.
4
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fifteen miles east of Iron River.7 Since this account seems to be most complete
and representative of the known facts, it is reproduced below in its entirety.
Last Sunday at Iron River was a day that from the standpoint of
excitement was equaled only in the history of Iron County by the Sunday
following the atrocious murder of Pearl Morrison in this city five years ago.
Five corpses, the harvest of a murderer, lay side by side in the embalming
establishment of Jas. O'Brien where they were open to the view of the
curious. On the street corners the men gathered in little groups and discussed
in subdued tones the awful tragedy that had taken place within the bounds of
Iron River Township. The enormity of the man's crime seemed to throw a
pall over the whole people. Andrew Israelson and his four victims occupied
the little back room in the embalming establishment and the heart of many
a curious one failed him in his attempt to view the resµlts of the man's
slaughter.
Awful was the sight at the morgue, its horribleness was increased
tenfold at the scene of the crime last Saturday afternoon when the officials
and others arrived on the scene. Strewn about the clearing surrounding the
two dwelling houses in which Israelson and his wife's family lived were
corpses of human beings and animals cut down by the Winchester of the
maniac like grass from a mower's scythe. It was a scene never to be forgot
ten and one which people round about earnestly pray may never be repeated.
The scene of the slaughter is a small homestead settlement four miles
south of the station of Beechwood, seven miles above Iron River. Here
about fifteen Swedish immigrants settled in the heart of the hardwood forest
some ten or twelve years ago and started to hew out homes for themselves
and [their] children. Among the settlers was Israelson. He was ambitious,
sober and steady, and his great capacity for hardship and hard labor soon
enabled him to make a fine farm out of the heavily timbered land. 8 He
cleared a large part of his homestead and had it in a fine state of cultivation.
He was a great hunter and his skill with a rifle was the talk of the
neighborhood. Often he exhibited his skill to visiting hunters and on every
hand can be heard tales of his wonderful ability as a marksman.
About a year ago there came from Sweden a family named Lindquist
[sic] , also known as Nelson, to settle in this homestead district. They
purchased a claim and settled down with their children. Among the daughters
was one named Amanda. She was a favorite with the old folks so she was
sent to the village school at Iron River, it being the intention to make a
7

"A Horrible Slaughter / Details of the Beechwood Tragedy Mentioned Last Week," Diamond

Drill (Crystal Falls, MI), 2 November 1901, 1 , 6.
8

"He was regarded by his neighbors and friends as a steady, sober and industrious young
man . . . . For 5 or 6 years he was a member of the Macabees of this city [Iron River], but finally
allowed himself to be suspended." - Bernhardt, Frames For The Future, 75.
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"lady" of her: one that would command a better station in life than the wife
of a homesteader in the forests of Iron county.
In the meantime, Israelson, having his homestead in good shape, began
to look around for a life partner and his choice was this young girl in the
kindergarten [sic] at the Iron River school. It's the old story over again.
Love prevailed over the remonstrances of her parents and friends who looked
with disfavor upon the union on account of the girl's extreme youth.
However, they were man-ied last spring and went to live on the Israelson
clearing which adjoined that owned by his wife's parents. Their mmied life
was anything but pleasant. The young wife's mother had been violently
opposed to the man-iage and seems to have been the main disturbing element
after the man'iage. The couple quan-eled frequently, the last qumel occun-ing
the morning of the tragedy. This qumel was of a worse nature than any of
its predecessors and culminated in the young wife leaving her husband to
live with her parents. She gathered up her few belongings and moved over to
the adjoining claim and it was decided by the family in council that the
father should go to the village to invoke the aid of the law. The flight of his
wife and the subsequent a1rnngement for permanent separation must have
wrought up the man so that he went insane, for no one but a maniac with
an insatiable thirst for human life could do as he did.
He took his Winchester and went across the field to the Lindquist [sic]
home. The latter house, as well as that of Israelson, is in plain view of the
Greenlund farm and it happened that Mrs. Greenlund was at the window of
her house when Israelson crossed the field with his gun and, stepping out of
view, she watched him.9 Here she was, a hon-ified spectator of the events
that followed not daring to move for fear that she would attract his attention
and be the unfortunate victim of his wrath. She says that she feared that
when he had finished the Lindquist [sic] family he would pay her house a
visit, and her ten-or all of those horrible moments may be imagined.
When Israelson approached the house he went straight to [unreadable
word] the mother-in-law, the victim of his greatest enmity. He met her in
the doorway and shot her dead, the bullet passing through her heart. A little
daughter, hon-ified at seeing her mother murdered in cold blood, started to
run away. She was the second victim of Israelson's gun, falling dead with a
bullet through her heart from the back. The father-in-law was about forty
rods away hitching up the horse at the barn and he was the next victim. A
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Per Olof Gronlund (alias P. 0. Greenlund) was b. in Jama Parish (Kopp.) 2 April 1 85 1 . His wife,
Brita Elisabeth (Lisa) Olsdotter, was b. in Nas Parish (Kopp.) 20 July 1 856. Per Olof presumably
emigrated to the U.S. in 1 884, ahead of his family. The family left Lindesnasbruk, Nils Parish, on
21 September 1 884. Brita .Elisabeth and three children (Hilma Maria, Carl Otto, and Claus
Hjalmar) left Gtiteborg for New York on 3 October 1 884. The family settled in Beechwood,
Michigan, in 1 897. - Moving Out Record (Utjlytt11i11gsla11gd), Nas Parish (Kopp.), B:2, 1 884, no. 33,
6 1 ; Gtiteborg Police Records, Contract Number 25:487:25675; Bernhardt, Frames For The Future,
89.
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bullet passed through his body and into the body of the horse, killing both.
In the meantime, Israelson' s wife tried to make her escape to the woods but
no escape was possible from so accurate a marksman as Israelson. He shot
her through the head while she was running toward the woods.
There being no more. to kill Israelson laid aside his gun and fired the
building. When the flames had got good and hot he picked up the body of
his mother-in-law and hurled it through the window into the flames. He then
started to dance and yell in demoniac glee and kept up the dance for about ten
minutes, when he got the body of the little girl and attempted to throw that
into the flames also, but the fire had got so hot by this time that he could
not approach near enough so he dropped the body by the side of the house.
At this juncture his attention was attracted by two men approaching the
house a half mile away. These men had seen the smoke and heard the shots
and hastened to see what was the matter. Just as they emerged from the
woods, Israelson let fly at them, the bullet passing within two feet of one of
them. They realized the situation instantly, ducked to the ground and escaped
to the woods. Israelson gave chase but they had too much start for him.
When he returned from this digression he went direct to his own farm to
destroy what was left there. The family cow was the first victim. He shot
her through the head, set fire to the barn and went back to the house. His
faithful dog took fright and sped away, Israelson sending a bullet after it
which sped wide of its mark so that the dog enjoys the distinction of being
the only piece of property that escaped. He set fire to his house and when he
felt secure that it would burn he put the muzzle of the gun to his mouth and
blew the top of his own head off.
When Mrs. Greenlund saw him kill himself, she felt safe enough to
venture out. She hastened to the Lindquist [sic] place and pulled the body of
the girl away from the burning building thus saving it from being cremated.
The two men who had escaped into the woods came to her assistance but
nothing could be done except to send for the authorities. 10 A rider was sent
post haste through the woods to Iron River and reported the affair and late in
the afternoon the officials and spectators arrived.
The bodies were taken to Iron River that evening and prepared for
burial. There was little left of Mrs. Lindquist [sic], only the bones being
taken from the ruins and these held in a small wooden box. A coroner's jury
was impaneled Monday and a verdict was returned reciting that the four
victims of Israelson came to their deaths at his hand.
The funeral of the four victims occurred Tuesday afternoon. It had been
deemed that the body of Israelson should be buried the same moment that
10 "Hans Larson, John Benson . . . and other neighbors arrived on the scene , being warned by P. 0.
Greenlund." - Bernhardt, Frames For The Future, 75.
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Czolgosz was electrocuted. 1 1 Arrangements had been made during the night
and promptly on time the body was dropped into the ground.

The M urderer was from Lj us narsberg and Hj ulsjo Parishes (Ore.)
Anders Wilhelm Israelsson was born at a farm (gard) called Rasbacken in
Ljusnarsberg Parish (Ore.) 12 July 1 870. He was the last of seven children
comprising the family of Israel Hansson, a crofter, b. in Hjulsjo Parish ( Ore.) 2 1
June 1 829, and his wife, Stina Ersdotter, b. in Ljusnarsberg (Ore.) 2 January
1 825 . Other children in the family included Israel, b. in Hjulsjo 22 August
1 85 1 ; Anna Catharina, b. in Hjulsjo in 1 854; Johanna, b. in Hjulsjo 23 January
1 857; Fredrika, b. in Ljusnarsberg 15 August 1 862; Eva Lovisa, b. in
Ljusnarsberg 15 August 1 862; and Augusta Sabina, b. in Ljusnarsberg 9 May
1 865 . 12 In 1 874 the family moved to the parish of Hjulsjo, where they first lived
in the village of Rishojden (from October 1 874 to November 1 879) and later in
the village of Vasselsjotorp (from November 1 879 to November 1 886). 1 3
On 10 November 1 8 86, Anders Wilhelm (age sixteen) left his parents at
Vasselsjotorp to work as a farm hand (driing) at Sodra Hjulsjoby . 14 It is
noteworthy that, while at Sodra Hjulsjoby, he is characterized in the Household
Examination Roll by the adjective los, which suggests that people recognized
him as being idle or a drifter. 15 Anders Wilhelm left Sodra Hjulsjoby on 27
April 1 889; and, by 10 May 1 889, had boarded a ship in Goteborg, with New
York listed as his destination. 16
In the meantime, Anders Wilhelm's parents had moved from Vasselsjotorp
to nearby Annenas Gruva, No. 3, on 15 November 1 886. His father, Israel
Hansson, died there 4 February 1 890. Three years later his mother, Stina
Ersdotter, now both a widow and a pauper (fattighjon), emigrated from Sweden
to the United States. 17

Leon F. Czolgosz, a Polish anarchist, assassinated President William McKinley on 6 September
1901 in the Temple of Music at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, NY. He was executed by
electrocution at 7 A.M. on Tuesday, 29 October 1901 at Auburn Prison, Auburn, NY. Encyclopedia Americana, 1997, no. 1 8, 571 -3; New York Times, 28 and 29 October 1 90 1 . I
12
Household Examination Roll (Husforhorsldngd), Ljusnarsberg Parish (6re.), AI:20E, 1 050.
13
Household Exami.nation Rolls (Hu;forhorsldngder), Ljusnarsberg Parish (6re.), AI:20E, 1 050
and Hjulsjo Parish (Ore), AI: 1 3B , 496; Al: 14B, 227, 239; and Al: I SB, 548.
14
Household Examination Roll (Husforhorslangd), Hjulsjo Parish (6re.), Al: ! SB, 548.
15 Ibid., 476.
16 Ibid., 476; Goteborg Police Record, Contract Number 39:33:H349 1 .
17
Stina Ersdotter left Hjulsjo Parish o n 3 February 1 893. - Household Examination Roll
(Hu;jorhor;·/angd), Hjulsjo Parish (6re.), AI: 1 6B, 500. Stina Hansson, a sixty-eight-year-old
female from Hjulsjo Parish, emigrated from the port of Goteborg on 10 February 1 893, with New
York listed as her destination. - Goteborg Police Records, Contract Number 50:75: 1658.
11
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The Victims were from Are .Parish (Jamt.)
Nils Mansson Lindstrom was born on 3 September 1 843. 18 On 7 July 1 869
he married Helena (Lena) Bengtsdotter, who was born in Froan on 16 September
1 845, the daughter of Bengt Sjoberg ( 1807- 1882) and Agneta Ol(of)sdotter
( 1 806-1 877). 19 Nils and Helena had the following children (all born in Froan):
Anna Brita, b . 6 September 1 869; Magnus Gustaf, b. 1 December 1 87 1 ; Emma
Carolina, b. 24 February 1 878; Bengt, b. 6 January 1 8 80, d. 13 March 1 8 8 1 ;
Bengt Olof and Amanda (twins), b. 1 7 August 1 8 82; and Wilhelmina Anna
Kristina, b. 26 May 1 890.20
During a thirteen-year period (from 1 887 to 1900) all of the members of this
family immigrated to the west Iron County area. The specific emigration
chronology of the Lindstrom family is shown in the following table:21
Name and Age

Port and Date of Embarkation

Ship (Line)

Destination

Anna Brita, 17
Magnus Gustaf, 18
Emma Carolina
Nils, 57
Helena, 55
Amanda, 17
Bengt, 17
Wilhelmina, 10

Trondheim, 22 June 1 887
Trondheim, 18 March 1 89 1
Trondheim, >15 June 1 893
Trondheim, 9 July 1900
Trondheim, 9 July 1 900
Trondheim, 9 July 1 900
Trondheim, 9 July 1 900
Trondheim, 9 July 1 900

Juno (Inman)
Hero (Stjerne)
?
Fasso (Skandia)
Fasso (Skandia)
Fasso (Skandia)
Fasso (Skandia)
Fasso (Skandia)

Commonwealth, WI
Iron River, MI
Iron River, MI
Iron River, MI
Iron River, MI
Iron River, MI
Iron River, MI
Iron River, MI

Israelson and the Lindstroms Met in Beechwood
Exactly when Andrew Israelson arrived in Beechwood is not known. The
Diamond Drill account notes that "Here [in Beechwood] about fifteen Swedish
immigrants settled in the heart of the hardwood forest some ten or twelve years
ago (italics mine) and started to hew out homes for themselves and their children.
Among the settlers was Israelson." If the preceding statement is true, Israelson
18
This birth date is taken from a Household Examination Roll. His birth record has not yet been
located. In this same Household Examination Roll he is listed as the son of Greis Olsson (Ersson?)
Berg and Brita Ol(of)sdotter living at Froan, Are Parish (Jamt.), although there is an obvious
problem with his patronymic not matching that of his presumed father. That Nils Mansson is Brita
Ol(of)sdotter's son (either as a result of an illegitimate birth or from a previous marriage) is
corroborated by family history, which indicates that "they [i.e., Nils and Helena Lindstrom] named
their daughter Anna Brita (Brita was the name of Nils' mother)" (italics mine). - Household
Examination Roll (Husforhorsldngd), Are Parish (famt.), AJ:9, 198; Bernhardt, Frames For The
Future, 419.
19 Marriage Reco�d (Lysning och Vigselldngd), Are Parish (famt.), C:5, 7 July 1 869, no. 3.; Birth
Record (Fodde), Are Parish (Jamt.), C:3, 16 September J 845.
20 Household Examination Rolls (Husforhorsldngder), Are Parish (famt.), AJ:9, 198; Al: 10, 214;
Al: 1 1 , 95; and AI: 1 2, 103.
21
Trondheim Politikammer, Norge Emigrantprotocall, NT/1 1 8, 8:42, no. 2487; NT/1 1 9, 8:42, no.
346; NOR 00002/26, 8:42, nos. 2239-43. - Microfilm at Svenska Emigrantinstitutet, Vaxjo, Sweden.
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came directly to the west Iron County area after leaving Sweden in May of 1 889.
Furthermore, it is highly unlikely that he arrived in this remote location simply
by chance. I suspect that he was well aware of the transatlantic migration axis
that had been established between Hjulsjo and the Stambaugh/Iron River area,
and was actually following in the footsteps of his older sister, Eva Lovisa
Israelsdotter/ Hansson, who had come to the area with her husband, Anders Johan
Saxen (alias Andrew John Saxon), and their three children 1 August 1 8 87.22 As
already indicated, Andrew Israelson's widowed mother, Stina Ersdotter (alias
Stina Hansson), left Hjulsjo Parish and Goteborg in February of 1 893 to join
both her daughter and her son in Beechwood.
On 1 8 December 1 893, Andrew Israelson purchased 40 acres of land in
Beechwood-the NEl/4 of the NWl/4 of Section 15, T43N, R36W-from Olof
Nystrom for $75 . 23 This is the "homestead" that Andrew would log and farm;
where he lived, first with his aged mother and later with his young bride; and
where he would commit the atrocious crime. Eight years later, Andrew purchased
another 40 acres of land in Beechwood-the SWl/4 of the SWl/4 of Section 16,
T43N, R36W-from the State of Michigan for $ 1 00.24 This land was located
approximately 1 1/2 miles southwest of his original homestead.
Although the Lindstrom family unquestionably settled in Beechwood and
lived near the Israelson homestead in 190 1 , the exact location of their farm is
uncertain. One account suggests that "He [Andrew Israelson] married the daughter
of a homesteader by the name of Lindstrom who lived two miles west of his
place" (italics mine.)25 Another states that "[The Lindstrom family] came to this
country and went to live near Israelson 's home" (italics mine).26 To date, no land
records have been found to verify that the father, Nils Mansson Lindstrom, had
actually purchased land in Beechwood. However, Nils' s oldest son, Magnus
Gustaf Lindstrom (alias Magnus Gustaf Nelson), who had anived in the
Beechwood area in 1 89 1 , did purchase approximately 46 acres of land in Section
16.27 If the Lindstrom family lived here with their son, they would have been
located approximately one mile southwest of the Israelson homestead.
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Andrew Israelson and Amanda Nelson (her patronymic) were married in
Crystal Falls, Iron County, MI on 10 April 1901 by W. K. Dawson, Justice of
22

James E. Erickson, "The Hjulsjo (Ore.) to Stambaugh, MI Migration Axis," Swedish American
Genealogist I I (March 1 99 1 ): 1 -33.
23
Warranty Deed, Iron County, Ml, Liber P, 154. Received for record 26 December 1 893.
24
Warranty Deed, Iron County, MI, Liber F, 149. Received for record 16 March 1 90 1 , no. 48885.
25 Bernhardt, More Than Just A Farmer, 48.
26
Bernhardt, Frames For The Future, 75.
27
Gustaf Nelson purchased Lot Number One (46 and 30/100 acres) in Section 16, T43N, R36W,
from Christian Bernhardt 17 April 1 901 for $75. - Warranty Deed, Iron Co, MI, Liber W, 256.
Received for record 30 November 1903.
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the Peace. Hans Larson and Emma Saxon, both from Iron River, served as
witnesses.28 Emma Lovisa Saxon was Andrew Israelson's niece. Her mother,
Eva Lovisa (nee Israelsdotter/Hansson) Saxon was Andrew's older sister. Emma
Lovisa Saxon and Hans C. Larson, the other witness, were also married in 1 90 1 .

The Funeral and Burials
Entries 80 through 84 in Volume I of Iron County ' s Record of Deaths
matter-of-factly record the results of Andrew Israelson's actions.29

•80; 26 October 1 90 1 ; Andrew Isrealson [sic] ; Male; White; Married;
29; Iron River; Gunshot Wound; Sweden; Farmer; Unknown; -; 6
December 1 90 1
•81 ; 2 6 October 1 90 1 ; Amanda lsrealson [sic] ; Female; White; Married;
1 9y/2m/9d; Iron River; Gunshot Wound; Sweden; Housewife; Nels H.
Lindstrom and Helene Lindstrom; Iron River; 6 December 1901
•82 ; 26 October 1 90 1 ; Wilhelmina Lindstrom; Female; White;
Single; l ly/5m; Iron River; Gunshot Wound; Sweden; -; Nels H.
Lindstrom and Helene Lindstrom; Iron River; 6 December 1901
•83; 26 October 1 90 1 ; Nels H. Lindstrom; Male; White; Married; 58;
Iron River; Gunshot Wound; Sweden; Farmer; Not Known; Iron River;
6 December 1901
•84; 26 October 1 90 1 ; Helene Lindstrom; Female; White; Married; 56;
Iron River; Gunshot Wound; Sweden; Housewife; Not Known; -; 6
December 1 90 1
The bizarre public viewing of the five corpses i n Jas. O'Brien's embalming
establishment in Iron River on Sunday, 27 October (previously described in the
Diamond Drill account), was followed by a funeral for all four members of the ·
Lindstrom family on Tuesday, 29 October. The pastor of First Lutheran Church
in Iron Mountain, Michigan, officiated at the funeral service. 30
Members of the Lindstrom family, as well as Andrew Israelson, were most
likely buried in the Iron River City Cemetery, the only cemetery that was open
on the west side of Iron County in 1 90 1 . Unfortunately, this too will remain
merely conjecture, since many of the records for this cemetery were lost in a fire.
There are no extant records filed under the names of the deceased or their
28
Record of Marriages I, Iron County, MI, 43, no. 1 7, 10 April 190 1 .
2 9 The column headings i n the Record o f Deaths are as follows: Entry Number; Date o f Death;
Name of Deceased; Sex; Race; Marital Status; Age; Place of Death; Cause of Death; Place of
Birth; Occupation; Parents; Residence; Date of Record. - Record of Deaths I, Iron County, MI, 3 1 ,
nos. 80-84, 26 October 1 90 1 .
30
Record o f Funerals, First Lutheran Church, Iron Mountain, M I , 146, 2 9 October 1 901
(Svenskamerikanska Kyrkoarkiv microfilm NR 0594, Svenska Emigrantinstitutet, Vaxji:i, Sweden).
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surviving relatives that document their burials in this cemetery. 3 1 The Diamond
Drill account does allude to the fact that Andrew Israelson was buried at exactly 7
A.M. on Tuesday, 29 October. 32

The Probate Record of Andrew Israelson, Deceased
Andrew Israelson died intestate, that is, without a legal will. The Probate
Court records dealing with his estate contain some interesting documents. 33
Several of the more significant ones are highlighted below.
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A 6 x 9-inch handwritten note contains the following text:
Iron River, Mich.
Oct. 29'" 1901
To Erik G. Berg for services rendered
on returning the team to Beechwood
J. H. O'Brien
Undertaker

[$]2.50

Although not specified, I suspect that the "services rendered" by Erik G. Berg
may have been transporting the victims' bodies by horse-drawn wagon from
Beechwood to Iron River and, thereafter, returning the team and wagon to
Beechwood. He was a logical choice for this gruesome but necessary task, since
the Lindstrom family victims were his relatives! This Erik G. Berg and the
Eri(c)k Grelsson Berg listed as the son of Greis Olsson (Ersson?) Berg and Brita
Ol(of)sdotter living in Frtian, Are (Jamt.) are unquestionably one and the same.
Eri(c)k Grelsson Berg and Nils Mansson Lindstrom were most likely half
brothers who had the same mother but different fathers (see footnote 1 8) . 34 This
relationship is confirmed by the following statement: "Her [i.e., Anna B.
Lindstrom's] uncle Eric Berg was living in Florence, Wisconsin. He was going
to sponsor her trip [to the U.S. from Sweden]" (italics mine). 35
On 23 November 190 1 , a Petition for the Appointment of an Administrator
for the Estate of Andrew Israelson, Deceased, was made before Albert L.
Flewelling, Judge of Probate. This document states that "Andrew Israelson died
at his home, Iron River Township, Iron County, Michigan, on 26 October
1 90 1 , leaving no last will and testament." The estimated value of Israelson's
31 Personal communication with Peggy Benson, Iron River City Clerk, 19 January 1 998. She found
no Iron River City Cemetery records filed under the following surnames: Berg, Hanson, Israelson,
Lindstrom, Munson, Nelson, and Saxon.
32
See the last paragraph of the Diamond Drill account and footnote 1 1 .
3 3 Probate Record, Probate Court, Iron County, Ml, Estate of Andrew Israelson deceased, no. 213.
34
Household Examination Rolls (Husforhorsltingder), Are Parish (Jamt.), AI:8, page number
indiscernible; AI:9, 198; AI: 10, 214.
35 Bernhardt, Frames For The Future, 419.
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personal property i s given as $ 100 and that o f his real estate as $700. More
significantly, the petitioner is listed as "Christina Hanson, aged 77 years, of Iron
River Township, Iron County, Michigan, mother of the deceased."
The following individuals are listed as "next of kin and heirs of Andrew
Israelson and all other persons interested in said estate:" Gust Lindstrom [owner
of the horse that was shot] ; Nelson Fisher [dealer in groceries and provisions,
who held a promissory note signed by Andrew Israelson that had a principal
balance of $64.7 1 ] ; Mrs. August Johnson [alias Caroline Saxon, the sister of
Andrew J. Saxon, who married Eva Lovisa Israelsdotter/Hanson and was,
therefore, Andrew Israelson's brother-in-law] ; Christ Nelson [relationship
undetermined]; Hans Nelson [relationship undetermined]; and Christina Hanson
[mother of the deceased]. On 25 January 1902, Gust Lindstrom submitted a
claim for $200 for the horse shot and killed by Israelson.
On 30 March 1904, both tracts of land owned by Andrew Israelson were sold
at private sale by John J. Lyons, Administrator, to Andrew Saxon for $438 .36
Three years later, on 5 June 1907, "Christina Israelson [sic] , sole heir of Andrew
Israelson, late of the township of Iron River" and "Andrew Saxon and Louisa
Saxon his wife of the township of Iron River" sold the same two tracts of land
to Charles A. Saxon (Christina's grandson and Andrew and Louisa's son).37
The S urvivors of the Tragedy
Andrew Israelson was survived by his mother, Christina (Stina) Ersdotter
(alias Christina Han(s)son, alias Christina Israelson) and his sister, Eva Lovisa
(nee Israelsdotter/Hansson) Saxon, both from Beechwood. Christina died in 1915
and Eva Lovisa died 27 March 1927 . Both are buried, along with Eva Lovisa's
husband, Andrew J. Saxon, in the same plot in Resthaven Cemetery, Iron River
Township.
Nils and Helena Lindstrom were survived by four children in the Iron River
area. Anna Brita Lindstrom married Ole Munson (alias Olof Mansson) in
Florence, Florence Co., WI 6 April 1 889. Qlof was born in Malmo, Sweden 4
June 1 853 and immigrated to America in 1 874. Olof and Anna had a total of
eleven children. Olof died of a brain hemorrhage 25 January 1 9 1 8, and Anna died
23 January 1934, after being fatally injured by an icicle falling from a roof. Olof
and Anna are both buried in the Iron River City Cemetery. 38 Magnus Gustaf
Lindstrom (alias Magnus Gustaf Nelson, alias Gust Nelson) homesteaded his
36
37
38

Administrators Deed, Iron County, MI, 416-7. Received for record 8 July 1907.
Warranty Deed, Iron County, MI, Liber 6, 432-3. Received for record 8 July 1907.
Bernhardt, Frames For The Future, 41 9-20.
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farm in Beechwood in 1 895. He married Augusta Anderson, a widow, with
whom he had two children. Augusta died in 1941 and Gustaf in 1944. Both are
buried in Rosehill Cemetery, Beechwood. 39 Bengt Olof Lindstrom (alias Ole
Lindstrom) was a twin of Amanda, Andrew Israelson's young bride. He also
lived in Beechwood. 40 Emma Carolina Lindstrom married Olof W. Helgemo.
Nils Lindstrom was survived by his half-brother Eri(c)k G. Berg, who was
born in Froan, Are Parish (Jamt.) 14 July 1 857 and immigrated to America 29
March 1 880 with his wife, Ingeborg Eriksdotter, born 16 March 1 8 6 1 , the
daughter of Erick Andersson Lofberg and Anna Persdotter. 41 The Bergs settled
first in Commonwealth (Florence), Wisconsin and moved to the Iron River area
ca. 1 8 87. They had four children. Eri(c)k and Ingeborg died 19 April 1916 and 26
January 1938, respectively. They are both buried in Iron River City Cemetery. 42
Brita Ol(of)sdotter (born 26 October 1 8 15), the mother of Nils Mansson
Lindstrom and Eri(c)k G. Berg, emigrated from Froan, Are Parish (Jamt.) to
America 2 October 1 8 8 1 . Her final destination and fate in the United States has
yet to be determined.43
In the year following the Beechwood tragedy, Helena (nee Bengtsdotter)
Lindstrom's brother, Olof Bengtsson Sjoberg, and his wife Ingeborg emigrated
from Are (Jamt.) and arrived in Iron River with the following six children: Johan
August, Bengt, Anna Greta, Olof, Nels, and Ida. By 1930 six families related to
the Olson (Sjoberg) line lived within three miles of each other in Beechwood.44

39
Bernhardt, Frames For The Future, 98; Bernhardt, More Than Just A Farmer, 46.
40 Bernhardt, More Than Just A Farmer, 46.
41
Household Examination Rolls (Husforhorsliingder), Are Parish (Jamt.), Al:8, page number
indiscernible; AI:9, 1 98; Al: 10, 214.
42
Household Examination Roll (Husfarhorsliingd), Are Parish (Jamt.), AI: I O, 214; Bernhardt,
Frames For The Future, 419; B. Jean Benson Lindbeck, ed. The Bates Township Legacy 1885-1985
Boosters: Iron River, MI 1 985), 40, 1 19-20.
�Bates
3
Household Examination Roll (Husforhorsliingd), Are Parish (Jamt.), Al: 1 0, 214.
44 Bernhardt, Frames For The Future, 98-99; Bernhardt, More Than Just A Farmer, 46.
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